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珊e larger ques缶on asks・ ``Is血ere a

specific狐d individual wi皿of God fdr my

life?・・ Equa皿y controversial and debated is

the rehted question which we wish to ad-

dress: `くIs血もre a specific狐d individual

call by Gorl to serve mm vocadomlly-a

callめ血e ministry?’’廿ue, SOme have

abused狐a飾irmative response to血ese

questions, but we shouldn’t dismiss or dis-

own doc血ne because of血is. We need to

see what God’s Word says.
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As we apprcach血e Scriptures to seck狐

狐SWer tlD血ese questions’twO issues of

m年ior import狐Ce Surface: Firsしis血e

leading of God in my life ever subjective

(inward, rehted to my prsonal experi-

ence) as well as being o聯ective (Outward,

related to clear instruction from God in

Scripture), Or is His leading餌匝b助ec-

tive? Seeond, to What extent may I make

application to my own personal雌ftom

the example狐d expenences of血ose re-

corded in血e Bible? Is it legitimate fdr me

to look at血e nfe of Abraham or血at of the

Apostle Paul and app重y dedved principles

to my own life? As we look at Scripture

regarding血e ca11 of God’血ese two issues

assume m劉Or importance and wnl shape

our understanding of Scriptural tcaching.

A皿believers recognlZe山e m心血1ness

of血e statement that血e Holy Spirit leads in

the lives of God’s children (Romans 8: 14;

Galad狐S 5:18), but is血at leading only

inscripturated revelation? Is血ere no in-

ward su申jective working? Whatわout His

bearing witness with our spirit促omans

8:16), Hs leading us to certain people to

minister to血em (as He did for Philip in

Acts 8:26組), and His giving of peace to

rule in o町hearts (Col. 3: 15)? To our critics

we answer血at such su助ecdve expenence

along wi血(狐d consistent wi血)小jecdve

Scrip調al tru血is not only not bad’but is a

normal狐d necessary part of a heal血y狐d

vital wak wi血God. Let’s not be鮎ghト

ened away to狐unbiblical狐d unbal狐Ced

POSidon which sees only血e o助ecdve and

not the sub ective also as important ingredi-

ents in go皿y Chris血n nving・

GIFTED CHURCH LEADERSHIP

The New Testament chu調hes had lead-

ership cz皿ed and gifted by Ged (1 Cor.

12:1l, 18, 28; Eph. 4:7-12). Our IJDrd

Himself selected and called血e Apostles

(See Lul蛤6:12-16), inclu血ing m山(Acts

9:15; l Cor. 1:1). AnditisGodWhocalls

狐d oquips men for pastoral ministry. Acts

20:28 te皿s us血at it is血e Holy Spirit Who

hed made the Ephesian pastors to be over-

SeerS (bishops) over血eir flack. Yes,血ere

was human w皿ngness (al血ough Pa山

Specks of血e necessity and constraint

which血e ca皿ofGod has on血at voc証onal

choice-1 Cor. 9: 16 &17), and. yes,血ere

was congregahonal r∞Ognidon狐d vote.
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but ultimately it is血e Spirit of Gorl Who

Calls,印ulPS and places men into pastoral

OVerSight.

PASTORAL ACCOUNTABILFTY

In one of山e strongest verses on a

believer’s response to pastoral leadership’

Janu狐y, 1987

血e Book ofHebrews says: ``Obey血em...

and submit yourselves: for血ey watch for

your souls, aS血ey that must give account”

(13:17). The same tru血is inustratc姐狐d

emphasized in Revelation chapters l

血rough 3 where血e ``seven s峰山S’’(under-

Stoorl by血is writer as the pastors) of血e

SeVen local churches of Asia minor are held

in ourLord’s right hand (l : 16). These stars/

angels are said to be iden輯ed wi心血eir

respeetive churches ( l :20), and in chapters

2 and 3血ey are held accountatle for血e

SPiritunl condition of血e local church.

Note血at each of the letters to血e seven

Churches is addressed to its angel, and sol-

emn words of waming and rebcke (as well

…辛みe pr招壇)le is true also

today fhat God諒st雄諒Jhe

b鵜iness qfplacing peaple

訪to the m諒st7γ

as words of commendation) are addressed

to him. Such accountabnity to the risen

Lord fdr pastoral function presupposes His

Placing them into that office.

SPECrFIC BIBLICAL EXAMPLES

It seems clear from several Biblical pas-

SageS that God had called Moses to a spe-

Cial v∝ational ministry但xedus 3: 10), that

He had appointed SoIomon to be Israel’s

king (1 Chron. 29:1),血at He had directed

E坤ah to狐Oint men as both kings狐d

PrOPhets (1 Kings 19:15-18), and that He
had selected a speeial v∞ation for John山e

Baptist (Luke l: 13-17, 67-79). Whatabout

during血e present age?

血Acts 15:7 we are reminded by Peter

that it was Gor] Who had chosen him to be

an evangelis=o血e Gentiles. Our Lord

Himself had told Peter that He wo山d give

to him “血e keys ofthe kingdom of heaven:



and whatsoever血ou shalt bind on earth

Shall be bound in hcaven …’, (M加. 16: 19).

珊ere is no question but血at Gorl had

Called I℃ter to v∝ational Chris血n minis_

叫.

Timo血y serves as ano血er example.

Pa血exhorts him not to neglect ・`the g地

心at is in血ee’’(1 Hm. 4:14); it had been

ProPhesied (a message from God)血at he

had been set apart by God for Chris血n

ministry, and the laying on of h狐ds had

recognized血at divine ca虹

Ce皿inly血e Apostle Paul serves as an

example of one called by God for voca-

tional Christian service. It is seen in血e

Holy Spirit’s command to血e教場lievers at

Anti∞h: ``Saparate me, Bamabas and Saul

for血e work whereunto I have called血em・・

(Acts 13:2). And血at same Holy Spihu

dirc畑ed Paul in his places of ministry so

血at Paul could say: ``We endcavored to go

into Macedonia’asSuredly ga血e血g that

血e Lord had called us for to preach the
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gospel unto血em’’(Acts 16:6-10).

Paul had no doubts alrout his call from

God for Ch正stian service. He was a
書`called’’apostle促om. 1:1) “山ough the

Wn1 0fGod” (1 Cor・ 1:1) so “That I might

PreaCh Him among血e hcathen,, (Gal.

1:15,16). Paul says血at it was our Lord

Himself Who had placed him into血e min-

istry (1 Tim. 1:12). And while the circum_

StanCeS and setdng may change, the pnn-

Ciple is true also today血at God is stin in血e

business ofplacing peaple in書o血e ministry.

The early church ’s leadership also recng-

nized that Pa山had been called by God for

Vacational ministry. They saw血at “血e

gospel of血e uncircuncision was commiト

ted to h血・JuSt aS ``血e gospel of血e circum一

Cision was’’to peter, and that it was God

Who had so ca皿ed hin (Gal. 2:7-9). Paul

uses血at ca皿ing from God as血e basis for

SPeak血g bold]y to血e Roman church con_

Cemlng　血eir spiritual responsibilities

侭om. 15:15, 16).

The problem’血en, tOday lS nOt that God

has stopped camng; might血e problem be

that we have beeome so preoocupied wi血

Other things血at we are not listening?
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